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For those times of joy and celebration, 
say it with  

flowers on main 

A newsletter from St Peter’s Anglican Church, Katikati. 
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Recently I was given a mini Ipad by my daughter. What a 

surprise and shock. After initial perusal, I was grateful it 
is a mini. as the max version must be terrifying.  

 

I suspect I am being challenged to become a  

modernised grandfather, so I went to the Katikati Library 
and took out a book - "Ipad for Dummies" - to help me 
understand. That was no good, so I got the book "Ipad 
for Senior Dummies". Not much better. I just have no 
interest in the things (called 'apps' if you know what 

that means) that it can do. I feel uncomfortable that I'm 
not all fired up. 

 

I know that change is constant in today's world. We 

prefer the known, the familiar, and it's hard to make sense of 
the social, moral and political changes we're living through. The  

pressures of coping increase, and it is difficult to see any good in many of them. 
 

Just like my bells, the Christian message stays constant, and of great comfort. God will 

help us cope with change, and guide us if we ask. We all have many things we treasure. 

Tonight we are practising one of my favourites. "Ding! Dong! Merrily on High"  

Much easier than coping with Itunes. 

FROM THE BELFRY 

             Ju
n

e 2
0

1
4

—
Issu

e 1
2

 



2 

Over the coming weeks we will be preparing and starting an Alpha Course. The course is a fun filled time of 

discovery and discussion on the basics of the Christian faith. Knowing what we believe and then understand-
ing what we believe is vital if we want to call ourselves Christian. I meet many who say they believe in God 
and in an afterlife but when I ask them about the Christian faith some struggle to articulate exactly what 
they believe. The Alpha course will help people with this. 
 

In Romans 12 verse 2 it says “Don't let the world ...squeeze you into its...mould. (JB Phillips translation). My 

Good News bible says “Do not conform yourselves to the standards of this world.” The question posed for us 
then is what do we believe and what are our convictions? Howard Hendricks says, "A belief is something 
you'll argue about. But a conviction is something you'll die for."  
 

Knowing what to do (knowledge), when to do it (wisdom), and how to do it (ability), is worthless without 

the conviction to actually do it (obedience).  People without conviction follow the crowd, which is why Paul 
wrote, "Don't let the world...squeeze you into its...mould."  In other words, if we don't take a stand for 
something, we'll fall for everything!  
 

Ironically, a lot of us have strong convictions about weak issues such as sport, clothes, cars and most mate-

rial things, while having weak convictions about major issues such as what's right and what's wrong before 
God. When we have convictions they can help us grow spiritu-
ally, but growth requires time and effort. Without a deep con-
viction of our need to grow spiritually, we become discour-
aged and give up or we become complacent and “go with the 
flow”. No one stays with a task that's difficult unless they're 
convinced there's a good reason for doing so.  
 

Jesus' life was dominated by a conviction that He came to do 

His Father's will - nothing else! This conviction kept Him from 
being distracted by the agenda of others. Check the number 
of times Jesus used the phrase "I must." 
 

There are many things we wish we could do or achieve – but 

often we don’t do or achieve because we lack conviction. But 
for me when it comes to my faith, which includes times of un-
certainty and doubt – the one thing I am certain of – is that 
Jesus died, overcame that death, and is alive now – all for me 
so that I may have a better life. 
 

What is your conviction?  

 

Do you have that sort of conviction?  

 

Or are you in the middle somewhere? 

 

Like many I meet – are you uncertain about your beliefs, are you sure about what life after death has to of-

fer? Questions like these will be explored at our next Alpha – so enrol now by contacting me or the church 
office secretary – Nannette. 
 
Brendan 

From the Vicar’s desk—June 2014 
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ST. PETER’S EXPERT TROUBLE SHOOTER  

FOR THOSE  

ANNOYING COMPUTER GLITCHES. 

 

Friendly AND Prompt Service 

ST PETER’S HAS A NEW LOOK WEBSITE ST PETER’S HAS A NEW LOOK WEBSITE   

 
www.stpeterskatikati.co.nz 

Have a look, browse around and see what is there.    Click on a Menu item and scroll 

down to view the content.   The website will be expanded over time, so keep coming 
back to see what is new.   We intend adding a lot over the next few weeks, news from 
various users of the church complex, news from the Diocese, sermon and other com-
ment from the vicar, a picture gallery and lots more. 
 

We would like to tell you what is happening around your church.     Please let us know 

what you would like to see. 
 

We will try to keep it up to date, but we really need your help.    If you see anything 

that is incorrect or out of date, please let us know.   Please contact the webmaster Jim 
Carter by email jim@loganlodge.co.nz 
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that Margaret and Dennis Maclean have recently built their dream home out at Kauri Point.   While 
it has taken a number of years as they lived happily in their shed, they have now achieved their 
dream. 
 

Marg and Dennis – known in other circles as Livewire and Sparky, met in Hamilton where Marg 

taught (for 25 years) at Aberdeen School and Dennis was an electrician and partner in a large busi-
ness.  He was also on the School Committee and when they married in 1987 it was “confirmed” by 
the gathering of the School Committee and the whole school.  A very joyous occasion. 
 

They enrolled in Marriage Encounter and later during a holiday at Stoney Bay, Coromandel, Dennis 

shared with Marg his dream of living in the country on an orchard. It took much prayer, visiting many 
prospectives orchards and the sale of their home before they found their present land at Kauri Point.  
They both feel that God's hand was well and truly in this venture.  They continued working in Hamil-
ton during the week and working to develop the orchard of avocado and feijoa during the weekends.  
They finally moved fulltime in 2006 and Marg teaches parttime at Waihi Beach while Dennis has sold 
the business and is a full time orchardist. 
 

Dennis was Vicar's Warden in Holy Trinity, Forest Lake, Hamilton.  When the then Vicar asked him to 

take this on and Dennis 
asked what it entailed, as it 
was all pretty new to him, he 
was told “just be my mate”.   
Since coming to Katikati he 
has used his practical electri-
cal skills around the Church 
and was part of the 125th 
Celebration committee.  
With his business skills he 
has now taken on the Treas-
urer's position with Vestry, 
which he says is time-
consuming.   But he is a de-
tails man. 
 

Marg and Dennis have kept 

the friends they made 
through Marriage Encoun-
ter, which is now defunct, 
unfortunately, and Marg co-
ordinates Spiral with those 
couples meeting regularly to 

support each other and strengthen their marriages. 

 Margaret and Dennis McLean sitting on one of the sofa’s they 

kindly donated for our foyer. 

DID YOU KNOW.... 
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is Karen Phair, who is probably better known at 8am Sunday and 9.30am 
Wednesday Services.  You may have seen her walking up or down Park Road, 
often walking a dog.    
 

Karen has lived in Katikati some thirteen years having come from Auckland 

where she was born.  When she was 22 she suffered an horrendous car acci-
dent which left her in a coma for 16 days.  She spent seven months in hospital 
and had to learn all over again those things we take for granted, like walking 
and talking.  
Fortunately 
the side of 
her brain 
where all 
her artistic 
a b i l i t i e s 
reside was 
u n d a m -
aged. 
 

If you visit 

Karen in 
her home 
you will 
see the 

walls covered with all the por-
traits she has done.  And many 
of you will remember her at the 
Season picnic at the Dave Hume 
Pool last year where she proved that she was 
a talented guitarist and has a lovely strong 
singing voice.   She has been blessed with 
these wonderful talents, but is very shy about 
accepting praise. 
 

Karen has struggled over the years, but her Walk of Faith started here in Katikati and she has a 

deep faith in God's goodness to her which shows in her continuing improvement. 

 

...AND SOMEONE ELSE... 
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Change the feel of your home with new curtains or blinds 

Free consultation for custom-made drapes and blinds to change your home 

Call us to see how you can transform the feel of any room, with any budget. 

Fibre ‘n’ Fabric 
Your local one stop craft shop and more 

07 549 1955   28 Main Rd Katikati  www.fibrenfabric.co.nz 

Have you noticed our Church library lately?  Two ex-

librarians have done a vicious cull of the books there, 
sorting out the old, and some were so old,  falling apart 
and badly stained books.  The result has been a cleaner 
look and less crammed shelves.  Some new titles have 
also been added – so check them out. 

This is a work in progress as we plan to catalogue the titles held, sort them 

into categories for ease of use and find an easy method of issue and return of 
the books.  If you have books that are less than ten or maybe 20 years old, 
and would like to share them, please leave them at the office so that we may 
make an assessment. 

But here are some of my personal recommendations: 
 

Liz Curtis Higgs is an American author who has written many books of historical fiction based on 
Biblical characters.  She has a passion for the Lowlands of Scotland and most of her historical sto-
ries are set there. She has also written and produced DVDs about Bad Girls of the Bible, More Bad 
Girls of the Bible. I have met her at a Christian Women 
Communicating weekend and she is a larger (literally) than life woman with a quirky sense of hu-
mour. There is a CD on the shelf entitled Journey to Joy – Finding the Way Home in which she 
shares her journey to Christ. She came from a “bad girl” place and her sharing is both amusing 
but with moments of pure depth of faith. 
 
Another two books I would recommend you take a look at are A4 sized picture books entitled 
Thanks Be To God – prayers from around the world. This is an ideal book to share with children, 
but the prayers could be memorised and used in your own prayer time. A similar book is Prayer 

for the twenty-first century written by John Marsden, a well-known Aus-
tralian author of teen books. Each page takes a few lines of the poem 
which are illustrated by some photos and original art work. It is different, 
provocative and very Australian, but “it speaks to young and old, express-
ing deeply held hopes and fears that we all recognise”. 
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The Seasons™ Programme for loss & grief is an outreach of St Peter’s.   To date 

more than 60 children from Pahoia through Katikati, Waihi Beach and Waihi, have 
completed the programme. 
 

The outcome for the children and their families has been amazing.   Some of the 

children’s responses last year when surveyed at the conclusion of the programme were: “it gets you over 
it”; “sharing my emotions to people I trust”; “talking to people that listen”; “talking about certain stuff”; 
“talking about things I don’t really talk about”.    One child, when asked what he liked best about coming to 
Seasons™ replied; “talking about mum (who was deceased) and meeting people”. 
 

Some of the parent’s responses have been: “we noticed a huge positive change in him”, “much happier and 

outgoing since attending the programme”, “I think what you guys are doing is amazing, keep up the good 
work”. 
 

We now have two part time Coordinator’s and fourteen trained Volunteer Companions, and have more 

than 60 children currently doing the programme or waiting for their chance. 
 

All this requires us to raise around $34,000 a year to pay the Coordinator’s wages, pay telephone and other 

expenses, purchase programme resources, training and professional supervision etc.   Funding comes from 
various sources, including a very successful Ceilidh at the Memorial 
Hall in March, various raffles, the Acorn Foundation, AAW, the St 
Peter’s Men’s dinner, St Peter’s Missions, Katikati Rotary, The Sir 
John Logan Campbell Residuary Estate, the Community Organisa-
tion Grant Scheme, Lottery Grants Board, and donations from some 
very generous parishioners in our St Peter’s family. 
 

If you would like to help, tax deductible donations may be left at 

the St Peter’s Church Office, clearly marked “Seasons™”, and your 
name and address for your receipt. 
 

During the programme, children get to “tell their story” in a totally 

confidential environment in small age related peer groups.    They 
are lovingly lead through the “Seasons™” of their grief, through, 
autumn with the leaves falling off the trees and things looking a bit 
“glum”, the depths of winter, to the renewal of spring, and the joys 
of summer. 
 

At the end of the programme they each receive a lovingly hand knitted teddy bear.   The joy of receiving 

this simple gift is overwhelming for some children.   Many people in the parish, and elsewhere knit these 
teddies to a pattern that is supplied, and all have their story, and many their names. 
 

The following story of one teddy is particularly moving.   The wool for his colourful jumper came from wool 

donated by a Polish refugee, who came to New Zealand during WWII and now lives in Oamaru.  She has 
given wool for many community projects.   Thank you Patricia Carson for this lovely story and the many 
bears you have knitted for Seasons™.   The stuffing came from a lady newly arrived in Katikati, and given 
with love. 
 

Many thanks also to the local “Knitters and Natters” who meet in the Little Blue House. 

 

Seasons™ - Nurturing children through loss & grief 
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We bring it all  
into 

 

 
 

FOCUS 

Marg Jordon and her dedicated team through Moggies Market, are our greatest source of fundraising 

for St Peter’s Missions and they deserve your support.  St Peter’s main overseas mission is to support 
Ora through Jan & Chris Barker, principally investing in safe water projects in Uganda. 
 

St Peter’s Missions also support Dramaza Mike, a young lad in a village in Uganda.  Our support helps 

to pay for his education, ensuring that he has a future.  Dramaza lives in a household of 11 with his 
uncle who is a watchman and subsistence farmer growing food crops and fruits, mainly for home  
consumption.  Check out the Mission notice board for more information, and a lovely photograph of 
Dramaza. 
 

St Peter’s Missions also support the Katikati combined churches Food 

Bank, which recently gave out 21 food parcels to Solomon Islanders  
living and working in Katikati, who were suffering as a result of sending 
their wages home to support for families back home suffering as a result 
of the recent devastation.  Brendan also allowed one to “phone home” 
using the church phone, because he was so worried about his family. 

St Peter’s Missions 
 Overseas & Outreach 

An old preacher was dying. He sent a message for his banker and his lawyer, both church  
members, to come to his home. When they arrived, they were ushered up to his  
bedroom. As they entered the room, the preacher held out his hands and  
motioned for them to sit on each side of the bed. The preacher grasped their  
hands, sighed contentedly, smiled, and stared at the ceiling. For a time,  
no one said anything. Both the banker and lawyer were touched and flattered  
that the preacher would ask them to be with him during his final moments. They were also  
puzzled: the preacher had never given them any indication that he particularly liked either of 
them. They both remembered his many long, uncomfortable sermons about greed, covetous-
ness, and avaricious behaviour that made them squirm in their seats. Finally, the banker said, 
“Preacher, why did you ask us to come?” The old preacher mustered up his strength and then 

said weakly, “Jesus died between two thieves, and that’s how I want to go.” 

GGGIVING IVING IVING BBBY Y Y DDDIRECT IRECT IRECT CCCREDITREDITREDIT   
 If you are able to give regularly by 

electronic means, please ensure you include 
your surname in the section for ‘reference’ 

to make sure your donation is correctly  
recorded against your name.  

Our bank details are: 
BNZ St Peters: 02-0340-0015698-00 

   
A WA WA WILL ILL ILL TTTO O O GGGIVEIVEIVE   

If any parishioner reading this is inter-
ested in talking to individual parishioners 

about  bequests, please discuss with 
Brendan.  
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ENJOY A MEAL IN DELIGHTFUL 

SURROUNDINGS, WITH VIEWS TO 

THE RIVER AND KAIMAIS 
 

Unit 5, 62 Main Road, Katikati 

Ph: 07 549 2272 

 

Katikati Cursillo group decided that Maundy Thursday, as one of the Christian events of Holy week which 

is often overlooked by many Christians and even many churches, should be celebrated to set the mood 
for Good Friday and the coming Easter Day. 
 

Maundy Thursday remembers the last supper Christ celebrated with his disciples before He was cruci-

fied, the time when they gathered together in Jerusalem for the 
Passover Festival. 
 

After much discussion, research, planning, gathering items, ordering 

and preparing food, the Cursillestas, which includes our Vicar,  
Brendan Gibbs, presented the Maundy Thursday shared meal, based 
on the traditional Jewish Passover Feast.  Then followed Tenebrae - 
Service of Shadows – and Communion, after which the church build-
ings are cleared of Christian symbols in preparation for Good Friday.  
 

We wanted the Altar, draped in purple and alight with 12 candles, 

to be the centrepiece so the tables were arranged in a square so 
everyone was facing the Altar.  Small candles and bitter herbs decorated the tables which were set with 
purple place mats which outlined the symbolism of the food we were to eat. 
 

Tenebrae Service prepared by Brendan, included Bible readings of the story of Passover and the Thurs-

day events in Jerusalem at the time of the first Easter.  Hymns were sung at each reading when a candle 
was snuffed, followed by a short time of quiet meditation. Bread and wine 
was passed from one to another, and finally the Paschal candle was extin-
guished - an action that started the traditional 
stripping of the church. 
 

Our thanks go to all those who came along to 

share in this Maundy Thurs-
day Passover meal and the 
Tenebrae Service.  This was 
a truly meaningful event for 

all, and something we, as 
Cursillestas, can  

repeat each year, as our 
special contribution to the life of our parish. 

Katikati Cursillestas 

Everybody  

enjoying a 

shared meal 

and prayer. 

The delicious meal shared by all. 
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Coming together for each of our “special” Christian celebrations 

every year sometimes tends to become a bit repetitive and there-
fore not quite as inspiring or moving as it really should be. 
 

Each year for the last 8 years we have tried to inspire us all to think deeply and sincerely about the 

Easter period starting with Good Friday. Brendan usually gives a theme and we build on that with Bible 
readings, thoughtful stories and meaningful music with words to match the theme. This last Easter 
was no different but it proved for many to be an experience that triggered thoughts of our own bless-
ings and our need to be God’s Hands in His world, as well as reminding us of the sacrifice Jesus made 
for each one of us. 
 

The wonderful pictures on the screen that highlighted each section of the service helped us focus on 

the spoken words that the readers shared with us so bril-
liantly. The mixture of Bible readings with reflections and 
the 4 special modern readings touched our hearts and 
minds and the music at times moved us from the depths of 
sorrow to the hope of Easter Day. 
 

To everyone who was there, whether congregation, read-

ers, singers or musicians it was a time of coming together 
not only in body but in thought and prayer and spirit.  
 

When the time came to leave our “hands” as sym-

bols of our willingness to be God’s people and while 
the choir sang some beautiful songs, there were ob-
vious tears and outward emotions that demon-
strated how people were touched by what we had 
experienced together. 
 
And what better way for the time together to close 
than to hear Brendan say those words... 
 
I asked Jesus “How much do you love me?” and He 
answered “This much” and held out His hands and 
died. 
 
May our hands continue to share His love in our world always. 
 
Blessings – Lynne and Mike 

THE HANDS OF EASTERTHE HANDS OF EASTER  
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The main improvement planned for this year is to extend the rear hall 

wall by 2 metres, for the full width. The new space will give much needed 
storage for all the gear lying around our complex, and for those who use 
the hall regularly, to store their equipment. 
 

The plan has been completed, and a building permit applied for ($1800). 

It is hoped that MMM (Mobile Mission Maintenance) will come again (they did the Vicarage alterations) 
at no cost except for food and lodging. 
 

That leaves the materials to be paid for -- $10,000. This is an open invitation to all parishioners to  
contribute towards this cost. If we can find a substantial portion of this ourselves, we are confident  
to obtain the rest from a charitable Trust.  
 

Contributions should be sent to the Parish Secretary, Nannette Amos. x 

June 
3rd  AAW Afternoon Tea 
8th  Pentecost Sunday 
10th  Men’s Group Dinner 
14th  Moggies Market 
15th Song & Scripture - 7pm 
26th  Vestry Meets 
27th  Salt Luncheon 
29th  St Peter’s Day—Patronal Festival 29th  – 8am service only – followed by a combined service 
 with Waihi Beach St Peter’s and Bishop Helen-Ann at 11am, Waihi Beach to provide a shared 
 lunch. 
29th  Combined Service - 7pm—St Paul’s Presbyterian 
 

July (School Holidays 4th July – 20th July) 

1st  AAW 
6th Song & Scripture—7pm 
12th  Moggies Market 
20th Song & Scripture—7pm 
24th  Committees (Administration/Ministry) 
25th  Salt Luncheon 
27th  Combined Service –7pm 
 

EVENTS  

CALENDAR 
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Stamp here 

 

 

Vicar:   Rev Brendan Gibbs 549 0040 [work] or 549 2773 [home] 

Vicar’s Warden: Lissie Boulton 027 242 2996 

People’s Warden: Bob Delbridge 549 0693 

Parish Office: Tuesday to Friday 9am - 12 noon [closed Monday] 

Phone:   549 0040  [Nannette Amos] 

Church Postal Address:     2 Carisbrooke Street, Katikati 

Email:    stpeterskatikati@xtra.co.nz   

www: stpeterskatikati.co.nz 

Prayer Chain:  Margaret Delbridge 549 0693 

IF UNCLAIMED PLEASE 
RETURN TO: 

 
St Peter’s Anglican Church 

2 Carisbrook Street 
KATIKATI, 3129 
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