
  

 
Something caught my eye t'óther day -- an ad. "When the barrel 

runs dry, the beer is free."  What do you make of that. 
 

Well as you know, I have been thinking about our Fair, which was 

a great success. Old boys like me are getting less able to cope 
with the physical effort required to deal with books, used goods 
and linen. 
 

But then there is no use complaining, because those who offered 

their time and effort, actually (with some exceptions) enjoyed 
being a part of it. $9000! Who wouldn't be satisfied, despite all 
the work needed.  
 

So, my belief is there 

will always be a fair. 
New parishioners to 

replace the old. The activi-
ty is unifying and stimulating for 

most. The real challenge is to make it better. 
As always, it comes down to ALL of us, and my conclu-

sion is there is no "free beer". 
 
See you at the Christmas services. 

FROM THE BELFRY 
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A newsletter from St Peter’s Anglican Church, Katikati. 

May peace be your gift at Christmas and your 

blessing all year through. 
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From the Vicar’s desk 

Now that all my children are grown up or left home I thought that I wouldn’t need to bother with 

the Christmas tree anymore? WRONG 
 

My wife insisted that we still need to have a Christmas tree. So since the children have left home 

we have still had a Christmas tree, even though the highlight of it was putting up the decorations 
as a family over nibbles and a glass of wine.  
 

On top of our Christmas tree we put a bright yellow star and that 1 star carries huge significance 

for me personally as it reminds me of three great things given to all who believe in Jesus Christ as 
the one born to be savior of the world. While the star announces the birth of Jesus it also gives us 
the biggest clue to what Jesus has to offer the world or as to why he is called the savior. Let me 
explain as to why.  
 

In Matthew 2:10 it says - When the visitors from the east (the wise men) saw the star, they re-

joiced. These wise men rejoiced because the star gave them 3 things – Hope, Joy and guidance.  
 

1. Hope: The Bible says, "God loved us, and through His grace He gave us a good 
hope... that continues forever" (2 Th 2:16). Hope - for all eternity, what a gift! 
That star didn't merely lead the wise men to the fulfillment of their expectations, 
it points each of us to the Only Hope of our salvation - Jesus! 

 
2. Joy: The Bible says, "When they saw the star, they rejoiced with...great joy." 

Why? Because Jesus is the source of transcendent joy; the kind that lifts us above 
our circumstances and makes others think, "Whatever they've got, I need!" 

 
3. Guidance: This star united shepherds and philosophers, rich and poor, intellectu-

al and illiterate, lofty and lowly - around Jesus – heavens answer to earth's dilem-
ma. Notice: after the wise men fell down, worshipped Him and laid their treas-
ures at His feet, the Bible says, 

 
"They departed for their own country by another way" (Mt 2:12) 
 
Understand this: it's impossible to meet Jesus and go home the 
same way! 
 
Listen: "if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has 
gone, the new has come" (2 Co 5:17). 
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So, when somebody asks you, "What did you get for 
Christmas?" just smile and say:  
  
(a) Hope that gets brighter each day;  
(b) Joy that's greater than any threat or circumstance;  
(c) Guidance for every step of the journey. 
 
On behalf of your Vestry I would like to wish you all a 
wonderful and safe Christmas and New Year. 
 
Please feel free to come to one of our services over 
the Christmas period. Bring your family and friends as 
we celebrate together the most important time in the 
world’s history. 
 
Brendan 
Vicar 

   MOTHER GOOSE 

Christmas is coming, 
The goose is getting fat, 
Please to put a penny in an old man's hat. 
If you haven't got a penny, 
A half-penny will do, 
If you haven't got a half-penny, 
God bless you!  

 
This old children's nursery rhyme has a meaning. It is to remind people to 
connect their Christmas fayre with the belief that we should 
give to charity, each according to our means. If we are una-
ble to give then we can give our blessing. 
 
*Fayre...old fashioned word for fare. 
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   54 Main Rd, Katikati.   Ph: 549 0749 

For those times of joy and celebration, 
say it with  

flowers on main 

The Twelve Days of Christmas is probably the most misunderstood part of the church year among Chris-

tians who are not part of liturgical church traditions. Contrary to much popular belief, these are not the 
twelve days before Christmas, but in the Western Church are the twelve days from Christmas until the be-
ginning of Epiphany (January 6th; the 12 days count from December 25th until January 5th).  

The origin of the Twelve Days is complicated, and is related to differences in calendars, church traditions, 

and ways to observe this holy day in various cultures. In the Western church, Epiphany is traditionally cele-
brated as the time the three Wise Men or Magi arrived to present gifts to the young Jesus (Matt. 2:1-12). In 
some cultures, especially Hispanic and Latin American culture, January 6th is observed as Three Kings Day, 
or simply the Day of the Kings (Span: la Fiesta de Reyes, el Dia de los Tres Reyes, or el Dia de los Reyes Ma-
gos; Dutch: Driekoningendag). Even though December 25th is celebrated as Christmas in these cultures, Jan-
uary 6th is often the day for giving gifts. In some places it is traditional to give Christmas gifts for each of the 
Twelve Days of Christmas. Since Eastern Orthodox traditions use a different religious calendar, they cele-
brate Christmas on January 7th and observe Epiphany or Theophany on January 19th.  

By the 16th century, some European and Scandinavian cultures had combined the Twelve Days of Christ-
mas with (sometimes pagan) festivals celebrating the changing of the year. These were usually associated 
with driving away evil spirits for the start of the new year.  

The Twelfth Night is January 5th, the last day of the Christmas Season before Epiphany (January 6th), and 
often included feasting along with the removal of Christmas decorations. French and English celebrations of 
Twelfth Night included a King’s Cake, remembering the visit of the Three Magi, and ale or wine (a King’s 
Cake is part of the observance of Mardi Gras in French Catholic culture of the Southern USA). In some cul-
tures, the King’s Cake was part of the celebration of the day of Epiphany.  

The popular song “The Twelve Days of Christmas” is usually seen as simply a nonsense song for children. 
However, some have suggested that it is a song of Christian instruction dating to the 16th century religious 
wars in England, with hidden references to the basic teachings of the Faith. They contend that it was a mne-
monic device to teach the catechism to youngsters. The “true love” mentioned in the song is not an earthly 
suitor, but refers to God Himself. The “me” who receives the presents refers to every baptized person who 
is part of the Christian Faith. Each of the “days” represents some aspect of the Christian Faith that was im-
portant for children to learn.  
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However, many have questioned the historical accuracy of this origin of the song The Twelve Days of Christ-
mas. It seems that some have made an issue out of trying to debunk this as an “urban myth,” some in the 
name of historical accuracy and some out of personal agendas. There is little “hard” evidence available ei-
ther way. Some church historians affirm this account as basically accurate, while others point out apparent 
historical discrepancies. However, the “evidence” on both sides is mostly in logical deduction and probabili-
ties. One internet site devoted to debunking hoaxes and legends says that, “there is no substantive evidence 
to demonstrate that the song ‘The Twelve Days of Christmas’ was created or used as a secret means of pre-
serving tenets of the Christian faith, or that this claim is anything but a fanciful modern day speculation ...” 
What is omitted is that there is no “substantive evidence” that will disprove it either.  

It is certainly possible that this view of the song is legendary or anecdotal. Without corroboration and in the 
absence of “substantive evidence,” we probably should not take rigid positions on either side and turn the 
song into a crusade for personal opinions. That would do more to violate the spirit of Christmas than the 
song is worth. So, for the sake of historical accuracy, we need to acknowledge this uncertainty. 

Dennis Bratcher 

On the 1st day of  

Christmas my true love gave to me... 

 

A Partridge in a Pear Tree 

The partridge in a pear tree is Jesus the Christ, the Son 

of God, whose birthday we celebrate on December 25, 

the first day of Christmas. In the song, Christ is sym-

bolically presented as a mother partridge that feigns 

injury to decoy predators from her helpless nestlings, 

recalling the expression of Christ's sadness over the 

fate of Jerusalem: "Jerusalem! Jerusalem! How often 

would I have sheltered you under my wings, as a hen 

does her chicks, but you would not have it so . ."  

(Luke 13:34) 

On the 2nd day of Christmas my true love gave to me... 

 Two Turtle Doves 
The Old and New Testaments, which together bear wit-

ness to God's self-revelation in history and the creation of 

a people to tell the Story of God to the world. 

 On the 3rd day of Christmas my true 
love gave to me... 

 
Three French Hens 

The Three Theological Virtues:  1) Faith, 2) Hope, and 3) 

Love (1 Corinthians 13:13) 
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On the 6th day of Christmas my 

true love gave to me... 

 
Six Geese A-laying 

The six days of creation that confesses God as Crea-
tor and Sustainer of the world (Genesis 1). 

 

On the 4th day of Christmas my true 

love gave to me... 

 

Four Calling Birds 

The Four Gospels: 1) Matthew, 2) Mark, 3) Luke, and 

4) John, which proclaim the Good News of God's rec-

onciliation of the world to Himself in Jesus Christ. 

On the 5th day of Christmas my true love gave to me... 

 Five Gold Rings The first Five Books of the Old Testament, known as the 
Torah or the Pentateuch:  1) Genesis, 2) Exodus, 3) Leviti-
cus, 4) Numbers, and 5) Deuteronomy, which gives the 

history of humanity's sinful failure and God's response of 
grace in the creation of a people to be a light to the world. 

On the 7th day of Christmas my 

true love gave to me... 

 

Seven Swans A-swimming 

The seven gifts of the Holy Spirit: 1) prophecy, 

2) ministry, 3) teaching, 4) exhortation, 5) giv-

ing, 6) leading, and 7) compassion (Romans 

12:6-8; cf. 1 Corinthians 12:8-11) 

 

On the 8th day of Christmas my true love gave to me... 

 Eight Maids A-milking The eight Beatitudes: 1) Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
2) those who mourn, 3) the meek, 4) those who hun-

ger and thirst for righteousness, 5) the merciful, 6) the 
pure in heart, 7) the peacemakers, 8) those who are 

persecuted for righteousness' sake. (Matthew 5:3-10) 
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On the 9th day of Christmas my true 

love gave to me... 

 

Nine Ladies Dancing 

The nine Fruit of the Holy Spirit: 1) love, 2) joy, 3) 

peace, 4) patience, 5) kindness, 

6) generosity, 7) faithfulness, 8) gentleness, and 9) self

-control.  (Galatians 5:22-23) 

This article/item has been sourced from....The Twelve Days of Christmas http://www.crivoice.org/cy12days.html Copy-

right © 2005, Dennis Bratcher, All Rights Reserved  

On the 10th day of Christmas my true love gave to me... 

 Ten Lords A-leaping The ten commandments: 1) You shall have no other gods before me; 2) Do not make an idol; 3) Do not take God's name in vain; 4) Remember the Sabbath Day; 5) Honor your father and mother; 6) Do not murder; 7) Do not com-
mit adultery; 8) Do not steal; 9) Do not bear false witness; 10) Do not covet. (Exodus 20:1-17) 

On the 11th day of Christmas my true love gave to me... 

 Eleven Pipers Piping 
The eleven Faithful Apostles: 1) Simon Peter, 2) An-

drew, 3) James, 4) John, 5) Philip, 6) Bartholomew, 

7) Matthew, 8) Thomas, 9) James bar Alphaeus, 

10) Simon the Zealot, 11) Judas bar James.  (Luke 

6:14-16).  The list does not include the twelfth 

disciple, Judas Iscariot who betrayed Jesus to 
the religious leaders and the Romans. 

On the 12th day of Christmas my true love 

gave to me... 

 

Twelve Drummers Drumming 

The twelve points of doctrine in the Apostles' Creed: 1) I be-

lieve in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

2) I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 3) He was 

conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the vir-

gin Mary. 4) He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried. He descended into hell [the grave]. 5) 

On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and 

is seated at the right hand of the Father. 6) He will come again 

to judge the living and the dead. 7) I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

8) the holy catholic Church, 9) the communion of saints, 10) 

the forgiveness of sins, 11) the resurrection of the body, 12) 

and life everlasting.  
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GIVING BY DIRECT CREDIT 
 If you are able to give regularly by  

electronic means, please ensure you  
include your surname in the section for 

‘reference’ to make sure your donation is 
correctly recorded against your name.  

Our bank details are: 
BNZ St Peters: 02-0340-0015698-00 

 
A WILL TO GIVE 

  If any parishioner reading this is  
interested in talking to individual  

parishioners about  bequests,  
please discuss with Brendan.  

to our St Peter's family Michael Houghton. 

 

 

Michael and his wife Jean moved to Aongatete in July of this year. They came from Kumeu 

where Michael was part of St Chad's. They left 10 acres in Kumeu to come to Katikati to sup-
port a daughter and her family of three grandchildren.  
 

Michael and Jean moved to New Zealand in 2007 after Mi-

chael had sold his business in London. He had followed on in 
his father's and grandfather's footsteps and was a pearl mer-
chant. This conjures up exotic journeys to buy pearls, and 
Michael did travel to Japan and China in his business. On the 
advice of a friend in 1964 he had applied for a job in the jew-
ellery trade and he progressed from there to the exciting 
business of buying pearls.  
 

Michael and Jean have another daughter who with her hus-

band, moved to Hong Kong in 2008 – not so far to travel for 
Michael and Jean to visit. 
 

Michael enjoys playing tennis and golf and they have three 

dogs which keep them busy. 
 

Michael will be familiar to 8 o'clockers, but I am sure he will 

soon become known to the whole of St Peter's family.   
 

Let's make him feel he has found his spiritual home. 

Michael Houghton 

 

 

ST. PETER’S EXPERT TROUBLE SHOOTER  

FOR THOSE  

ANNOYING COMPUTER GLITCHES. 

 

Friendly AND Prompt Service 
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Another awesome year for Seasons™ 
Another awesome year draws to a close.   This year 58 

children have completed the Seasons™ Programme where 
they get a chance, often for the first time, to talk about 
their grief in a caring confidential environment.   Loss and 
grief can have a very significant effect on children, who 
often withdraw and wrongly take on some of the blame 
for what has happened. 
 

This can affect their relationship with other members of their family, their peers, and can 

have a significant effect on their educational achievement.   Seasons™ takes the children 
through the seasons of their grief, autumn when everything seems to be falling apart, the 
gloom and depths of winter, the renewal and rebirth of spring, to the joys of a new sum-
mer. 
 

The response of the children is amazing.    Children when asked what they liked best report 

“I could talk about my feelings and nobody would tell”, “Getting my feelings out”, “that you 
don’t really need to be sad”.   Parents say “it has been a great resource and time well 
spent”, “well worth sending the kids”.    Comment from teachers “Teachers have also no-
ticed a positive change in some children that have been involved in Seasons both socially 
and self esteem. There have been some children who have been reluctant to go at first, 
(often these children have to deal with things out of the ordinary, out of the known or their 
comfort zone) but once they’ve been a couple of times they’re only too happy to attend.” 
 

Children are our next generation, and we owe them our support through difficult times. 

If you would like to support us in this very important work, Why not have a chat to Jim or 
Linda Carter, or email jim@loganlodge.co.nz     Donations marked “Seasons” (and including 
your name and address for issue of a Taxation Receipt) may be left at the church. 

 

Come join with us on Saturday 7th March in the 
Katikati Memorial Hall next year for a fun night of 
dance and entertainment. 
Dances that anybody can do.    Mark it on your 
2015 diary now.   This is one night you don’t want 
to miss. 
More details later, email jim@loganlodge.co.nz or 
call Linda on 021 259 8770 for further information. 

 Come dance with us – Seasons™ Fundraiser 

mailto:jim@loganlodge.co.nz
mailto:jim@loganlodge.co.nz
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ENJOY A MEAL IN DELIGHTFUL 

SURROUNDINGS, WITH VIEWS TO 

THE RIVER AND KAIMAIS 
 

Unit 5, 62 Main Road, Katikati 

Ph: 07 549 2272 

 It is difficult for us, who can turn our nights into days through electrical power, to realise what light 

meant to the people of the Old testament. For them almost all activity ceased when the sun fell be-
hind the mountains.  Night often symbolises evil, sin, danger, as murderers, thugs and thieves often 
go about their work at night.  
  

Isaiah tells us that the people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. (Isaiah 9:2) After a 

time of distress they are promised salvation, freedom, joy and peace. The cause of this great change 
is the birth of a child...THE MESSIAH. (Isaiah 9:6) 
GOD reveals himself as light in the middle of darkness. 
  

The gospel tells us that the birth of CHRIST is the fulfilment of a great prophecy. (Matthew 

4:16)  Through the birth of CHRIST, salvation, light, joy, peace and happiness have come into our hu-
man existence.  Since CHRIST’s birth we no longer live in darkness. HIS birth has made us children of 
the light. (John 3:19-20;  8:12) We are a chosen people, a people belonging to GOD-who called us 
out of darkness into HIS wonderful light.  (1Peter 2:9) 
  

Paul tells us what it means to live as children of the light. GOD is light; in HIM there is no darkness at 

all.  (1 John 1:5 b)  
HE demands a radical change in our lives. We are challenged to never return to the works of dark-
ness. 
  

Let us rejoice for our SAVIOUR was born to the world. True peace has descended from heaven. 

CHRIST has brought light into the darkness of our lives.  2 Corinthians 4:6 

 

CHILDREN OF THE LIGHT 
By Dorothy Warbrooke, DISCIPLESHIP COORDINATOR 

Lee, A seven-year-old boy, was asked to say thanks for the Christmas din-

ner.  The family members bowed their heads in expectation.  Lee began his 
prayer, thanking God for his mother, father, brothers, sister, Grandma, and 
all his aunts and uncles. Then he began to thank God for the food.  
He gave thanks for the turkey, the stuffing, the Christmas pudding, even the cranberry sauce. Then Lee 
paused, and everyone waited ... and waited.  After a long silence, the young fellow looked up at his moth-
er and asked, "If I thank God for the Brussels sprouts, won't he know that I'm lying?" 

Saying a Prayer for His Christmas Meal 
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We at St Peter's Katikati are blessed in so many ways.  If you look at the back 
of this FOCUS you will see a picture of the staff of Elliotts Funeral Services 
whose sponsorship is a great blessing to us.  Not only do they print – in col-
our – this newsletter, but also collate it.  Our sincere thanks for this support 
and for this huge task, thanks must go to Lyn, Lauren and Susan in the office.     
 
And did you know that the flag pole at the front of the Church, which proudly 
flies the flag, was a gift from Elliotts.  They are so generous in their support of 
St Peter's. 
 
The funeral home was originally established by Mr Carr in the Seventh Day 
Adventist Church in Ninth Avenue, Tauranga, in 1967.  George Elliott and his 
son Nelson purchased the building in 1970 and commenced operating from 
Rosebank Chapel as W & G Elliott & Son.  Elliotts chose to be distinctive by 
importing a white Chevrolet hearse, thereby forming a tradition of white hears-
es, which has continued until the present day. 
 
In 1986 Neil and Lyn Gedge purchased the funeral home which retains the 
name of Elliotts Funeral Services.  Neil manages the business and Lyn, as 
mentioned is the Office Manager.  Their team of caring, friendly staff, Bruce, 
Kylie, Warwick supported by Karen and Victoria offer exceptional care and 
professional services, and are passionate and dedicated in ensuring families 
can have peace of mind at a very difficult time.  As Neil said “We treat people 
as if they were our own family”. 
 
St Peter's recently hosted Elliotts annual Memorial Service – something which 
they were the first to introduce.  It is an opportunity for those who have lost a 
loved one during the year, and even for those whose loss may be not so re-
cent, to come together with others to share prayer, song and always a com-
forting and inspiring address.  And the lighting of a candle in memory of your 
loved one is a special moment.  As well as sharing this loving spiritual com-
fort, Elliotts cater for our bodily well-being by providing a delicious Christmas 
supper. 
 
Indeed we are blessed by our association with Elliotts Funeral Services and 
pray that God blesses them all richly as they continue their caring services. 
 
 

LET'S  COUNT  OUR  BLESSINGS 
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Parish Forum 

SUMMARY of THE PARISH FORUM held on Friday, 5
th

 December 2014 
 
On Friday 5th December at 5:30pm a Parish Forum was held in order to essentially discuss the Parish finances. 28 
Parishioners attended and we thank you if you were one of them. Lissie Boulton was the Chairperson. 
 
Lissie opened the meeting pointing out that we met as family and that as we are running into financial constraints, as 
family, we need to have input and make joint decisions. 
 
The first item to discuss was “what is absolutely essential?”  Dennis compared the cost of running the parish for the 
past 3 years and it is apparent the costs are rising each year. It is estimated that the 2014 running costs will be ap-
proximately $130,000.   
 
This means the cost to the active 120 families on the Parish Roll is $1,083.33 per annum or approximately $20 per 
week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Giving from parishioners covers a wide range from less than $100 per year to $4,500 p.a. Giving is by way of enve-
lopes, direct credit, annual donations and cash, and to date the estimate for 2014's giving is $85,000, reduced by 
4.8% compared to 2013. 
 
Extra funds have been brought in by the Fair $9,000, firewood, winter warmer sales, funerals and catering, but the 
parish is going to end up with approximately a $5,000 deficit, or $100 per week.  
 
There was discussion around the Jubliee Fund and the reasoning behind the Jubilee Fund was explained. This fund 
was set up to celebrate the 125

th
 Anniversary of St Peters. The initial investment was $100,000 and this has now 

risen to $122,000 and depending on investment interest rates, brings in $7,000 annually which goes towards our 
Painting and Fire Alarm and Sprinkler system contracts.  These funds were specifically donated by parishioners to 
be invested and the income used for church maintenance.  This fund does not allow for maintenance to the vicarage 
and is not included in the budget. Maintenance expenses for the vicarage must be included in the operating costs. 
 
There was discussion on if there were to be cuts, where are they going to be?  And another view was that it would 
be better to find ways to increase our income.  Currently we need to raise $45,000 per annum to meet our total ex-
penditure over our offerings. 
 
It was suggested that parishioners need to be made aware of the parish's financial workings on a regular basis, but 
until the Diocesan software is performing well, this is not so easy.  It was felt that vestry was always asking for mon-
ey and the information should be disseminated by way of Koinonia and FOCUS. 
 

 

 2012 2013 2014 

Cost to run the Parish 
(What we need) 

$127,875 $126,322 $130,000 est. 

Cost per ‘ACTIVE’ family (120) Per Annum $1,065.62 $1,052.68 $1,083.33 est. 

Cost per ‘ACTIVE’ family (120) Per Week $20.49 $20.24 $20.83 est. 

 
Giving received via envelopes, direct credit, 
annual donations and cash. 
(What we receive) 

 
$84,552 

 
$90,816 

 
$85,000 est. 

(As you can see, we 
are down here) 
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The charges for the use of our premises by the community was questioned, and Brendan pointed out that a com-
parison had been made with other organisations with whom St Peters is on a par.   We would not like to lose com-
munity patronage.  Brendan also pointed out that we are a Christian Church and making our facilities available to 
the community helps people know who we are.  It is an outreach into the community and it is a pleasure to make 
the facilities available.  
 
There was a feeling that we should not be relying on fundraising and outside activities to operate the Church but 
rather on the funds given within the Church and living on them.  Dennis provided a breakdown of where the esti-
mated bulk of our funds go.  There was some discussion of perhaps cutting out the contribution to the Anglican 
Mission Board, but Dennis pointed out that a previous Vestry had voted that we should always give 10% of our 
offertory to mission. 
 
There are replacement costs for our wireless microphones of $3,500 plus to be met, and the porch doors on the 
Old Church need replacing, but Brendan will talk with the Historic Places Trust about a grant to cover that and the 
sprinkler system. 
 
It was pointed out that during October and November there are four fairs – the Presbyterians, the Katikati Primary 
School, the Catholic Book Fair and our own Fair.  It was suggested that it we changed our fair to earlier in the year 
when we hold the Winter Warmer Sale, we would not be competing for funds within the community. 
 
There was no final outcome of opinion, other than the parish needs to be informed of the financial situation and 
kept up to date regularly.   It was also suggested that people should be encouraged to do their offering by direct 
debit, so if you wish to do this please email/phone the office and details can be shared. 
 
As Lissie pointed out in closing the meeting – we are family and the one thing that binds us together is the love of 
Jesus and that we all have a sense of ownership as this is our family home – and we have a responsibility for it. 

 

Parish Forum 
Continued... 

The FAIR this year had a greater result compared to last year and that was very pleasing. To 
date we have raised over $9,000, so all your efforts in sorting your shed, baking those cakes, 
making the jams and chutneys weren’t for nothing!  
 
Our White Elephant is our most profitable area and a huge thank you to Bob Delbridge and his 
charge of muscle men (and women) who collect, sort, price and then lay out all the goods gath-
ered for this stall. It’s a massive undertaking and we wish to thank you with all our hearts. CALL 
OUT....if there is anyone else out there who perhaps hasn’t been involved before, these guys 
could really use a hand next year. Couple of hours of your time on the day would be a huge 

help. Please give Bob Delbridge a call and volunteer your time. They raised over $2,000 alone! 
 
The Cake ladies.....amazing again! Congratulations on increasing your sales this year compared to last year. This really is a 
great stall and we wish to thank you all for contributing your lovely baking, it was delicious. $896, up from $630 —
awesome!  
 
Silent Auction.....wow, you guys did amazing....almost doubled your amount from last year with $1,292, up from $749. 
 
A newcomer this year....the TOMBOLA. For a new idea this stall did really well, we reckon next year’s will be even better, 
thanks for the idea. They raised $105. 
 
We always need new ideas, you might have a great idea for a stall, let us know about it...we could really use some help 
with the organisation of the FAIR next year, are you free? In particular we’d like someone who can look after the distri-
bution of the flyers, ensuring the posters get put up around the town, advert in the paper etc. there is not a lot involved 
but too much for Nannette or Brendan to do and really a Co-ordinator would be great. Please let us know if you could 
do this. 
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1. When fish are in schools, they sometimes take debate. 
2. A thief who stole a calendar got twelve months. 
3. When the smog lifts in Los Angeles U.C.L.A. 
4. The batteries were given out free of charge. 
5. A dentist and a manicurist married. They fought tooth and nail. 
6. A will is a dead giveaway. 
7. With her marriage, she got a new name and a dress. 
8. A boiled egg is hard to beat. 
9. When you've seen one shopping center you've seen a mall. 
10. Police were summoned to a daycare center where a three-year-old 

was resisting a rest. 
11. Did you hear about the fellow whose entire left side was cut off? 

He's all right now. 
12. A bicycle can't stand alone; it's just two tired. 
13. When a clock is hungry it goes back four seconds. 
14. The guy who fell onto an upholstery machine is now fully recov-

ered. 
15. He had a photographic memory which was never developed. 
16. When she saw her first strands of grey hair she thought she'd dye. 
17. Acupuncture is a jab well done. That's the point of it. 

 
And the cream of the twisted crop: 
 
Those who get too big for their pants will be totally exposed in the end. 

L E X O P H I L E: 

"Lexophile" is a word used to describe those that have a love for words, such as "you can tune a piano, 
but you can't tuna fish", or "to write with a broken pencil is pointless." A competition to see who 
can  come up with the best lexophiles is held every year in an undisclosed location. This year's winning 
submission is posted at the very end. 

...a lover of words 

...one who derives pleasure from various use of words 

...one who appreciates the nuances surrounding different words 

...one who is alert to synonyms, antonyms, homophones and homonyms, often 
using them for effect, sometimes in humour 

Are you one of these? 
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St Peter’s Anglican Church Katikati 

Christmas Services  

December 2014 

December 14 8am—NZPB Service in the Historic Church 

10am—Informal Communion Service in the parish centre  

7pm—Christmas Carol Service 

 

December 21 8am—NZPB Service in the Historic Church 

10.30am – Combined Church service at the Memorial hall to  

celebrate 200 years of the Gospel arriving in New Zealand. 

7pm—Diggleman Park - Combined Churches Carols in the Park 

 

December 24 Christmas Eve—11.15pm in the Historic Church – Carol singing 

with Communion service commencing at 11.30pm 

 

December 25 Christmas Day 

8am—NZPB service in the historic church 

10am—Informal all age Communion service in the Parish centre 

 

December 28 Normal Services resume  

8am- NZPB service in the Historic Church 

10am – Contemporary Communion Service. 

The Office will close on Friday 19 December and reopen on Tuesday 13th January 2015 

Brendan and Nannette would like to take this opportunity 
to thank everyone for their assistance throughout 2014. 
We are looking forward to spending some special time 

with our families over the Christmas and New Year period 
and hope that you all have a safe and happy time.  

We will see you back here on Tuesday 13th January 2015! 
MERRY CHRISTMAS. Ho ho ho! 
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Stamp here 

 

 

Vicar:   Rev Brendan Gibbs 549 0040 [work] or 549 2773 [home] 

Vicar’s Warden: Lissie Boulton 027 242 2996 

People’s Warden: Bob Delbridge 549 0693 

Parish Office: Tuesday to Friday 9am - 12 noon [closed Monday] 

Phone:   549 0040  [Nannette Amos] 

Church Postal Address:     2 Carisbrooke Street, Katikati 

Email:    stpeterskatikati@xtra.co.nz   

www: stpeterskatikati.co.nz 

Prayer Chain:  Margaret Delbridge 549 0693 

IF UNCLAIMED PLEASE 
RETURN TO: 

 
St Peter’s Anglican Church 

2 Carisbrook Street 
KATIKATI, 3129 
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