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The Centre: Spirituality, Education and Justice 
PO Box 13117 
Hillcrest 
Hamilton 3251 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Newsletter No 2, June 2014 

Welcome to our second newsletter from ‘The Centre’!  We are all now physically working out of our 
new office at the Friary.  Do come and visit us.  Our phone number is 07 929 4862.   We are still in the 
process of setting up new email addresses.  At present Maree can be contacted at 
maree@anglicanaction.org.nz, Phil at phil@franciscan.org.nz and Peter at peter@tc.org.nz.   

Something to think about. 
Sometimes I wonder how much of our 
spiritual journey is about gaining 
understandings, being right and 
maintaining our sense of privilege and 
status.  Generally speaking we spend 
most of our time thinking about ourselves 
and our needs to be valued, accepted and 
right.  When others frustrate us it is 
because they are not living up to our 
expectations of how we think they and 
the world should be. We end up focussing 
on ourselves instead of focussing on God.  

The spiritual journey is actually about 
becoming less rather than greater. As 
David Benner says, the “Spirit invites us to 
live in the place of airy spaciousness and 
lightness of being that is our origin and destiny.  There is something fundamentally wrong with a 
spiritual journey that makes you more substantial.  Creatures of dust and breath are more like works 
of installation art than something in a permanent exhibition.  Ego wants permanence and importance 
and is disdainful of anything that is here today, gone tomorrow.  But from dust we come and to dust 
we shall return.  

For some the spiritual journey becomes nothing more than acquiring insights, understanding, and 

experience.  For others it is mastering spiritual practises or acquiring spiritual proficiencies. Sadly, 

however, these things are all spiritual possessions, and like any possession – they easily begin to 

possess us.” Soulful Spirituality, Brazos Press Grand Rapids, 2011. 32 

So what might be the understandings and attitudes that God maybe inviting us to let go off?   

What might God be inviting us to trust Him with? 

What does it mean for us as Church to be there for those who don’t belong?  

Peter  
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“The closer you get to the Light, the more of your shadow you see. Thus truly holy 

people are always humble people. As one master teacher cleverly put it, ‘Avoid 

spirituality at all costs; it is one humiliation after another!’”  Richard Rohr. 

 

 
“Peters points to the false practice of hospitality as global mission as an example of the kind of 
hospitality we must move away from.  Churches that understand Christianity as “universal truth” and 
assume a dualistic worldview in which the “others” are inferior to us in every way, also believe those 
people need to be saved, dominated, and controlled by people in the churches of the former colonizing 
nations.  Decolonizing the Christian worldview, she notes, requires that we reach out in partnership 
to the strangers around us.  To do this, we must reject the imperial idea that there exists one dominant 
truth, and try and divest ourselves of the cultural sin of self-superiority and domination of others.  This 
decolonizing allows us to begin to listen to those we consider “other”.  And once we begin to listen, 
we may discover that our assumptions are in error, which may in turn lead to new understandings 
that our previous frames prevented us from seeing or even imagining.” 

From: "Just Hospitality" Letty M Russell 
 

Upcoming Events.  
Lay Training Days:  14 June at Holy Trinity Church 
Stratford and 28 June at Hillcrest Cooperating 
Church, Hamilton.  All are welcome, to register 
contact Ellen on phone 07 857 0020 or 
bishopschaplain@waikatoanglican.org.nz  
 

Waikato Archdeaconry Forum.  21 June at St Francis 

Hillcrest. 9.00 am – 4.00 pm.  Those parish groups that 
attended the recent Piako Forum were challenged and 
excited by their time working together.  Registration 
forms have been sent out and I encourage you to come 
as a team.  For more information contact 
peter@tc.org.nz. 
 
The remaining archdeaconry forums will meet on the 
following dates: 
Waitomo, 18 – 19 July.  Houchen  
Parininihi, 30 August.  Bell Block Cooperating.   
Waitotara, 18 October.  Stratford  

 

Taize and Soup. St James church, 82 Nixon St, 

Hamilton East invites you 

to a short, meditative 

evening prayer service on 

Friday 13th June at 5.30 

pm, followed by a cup of homemade soup and a roll. The service is 

simple and reflective, with a minimum of words. It features taize 

chants, where simple music is sung, repetitively. (see www.taize.fr). 

We plan to have further services on the first Friday of the month. For enquiries ring Kerry - 

8568385 or kerrylamb6@gmail.com    
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Collaborative Ministry: Towards a new Church. 28 July – 1 August 2014 at Vaughan Park. 
This course topics include; non-anxious leadership, mission in local communities, learning and 
teaching styles and understanding conflict and power dynamics.  It is being hosted by the Auckland 
Diocesan Enablers, Ministry Educator and Bishop Jim White.  For more information and a 
registration form contact Peter at The Centre.  
 

Messy Church Conference with Lucy Moore (UK founder of Messy Church) – 11/12 August 
2014! 
Lucy is coming to New Zealand in August 2014 to hold a series of Messy Church conferences and 
workshops around the country.  Our Bay of Plenty conference will be Monday evening and 
Tuesday during the day of the 11th and 12th August. Lucy will be focussing on going deeper in 
our Messy Churches, exploring discipleship and looking at Messy Church as an expression of 
church in the 21st century.  This will be an amazing opportunity for those just starting discussions 
around Messy Church, as well as those who are experienced in leading Messy services. For more 
information please email Julie on julie@strandz.org.nz.    
 

Ministry School 2014.  Will be at Finlay Park with Te Manawa O Te Wheke.   
Dates being 4.30 pm 11 August – 3.00 pm 13 August. 

Local Shared Ministry Forum. 12 – 13 September 2014 at Houchen.  This is for members of your 
Ministry Support Teams.  This year worship will be our focus and the Reverend Brian Dawson 
from Wellington will be leading us. 

Anglican Studies Programme Semester 2 
We will again be offering this programme in conjunction with the Diocese of Waiapu. The three 
weekends will be held in Turangi.  Students are able to either audit or do these papers for credit. 
The papers this semester are: 

BST 501. The Bible Story – The Old Testament                                               15 credits 

This paper introduces students to the range of Biblical literature by reading representative texts 

from the Old Testament with a survey of approaches to interpretation. Students will be introduced 

to the characteristics, function and literary genre of the three sections of the Hebrew Scriptures – 

the Law, Prophets and Writings. They will be able to apply theological themes of hospitality and 

covenant to Aotearoa New Zealand and Polynesia. 

Teacher: Dr Don Moffat 

MMC 505.  Listening and Conversation in Pastoral Ministry    5 credits  

This paper introduces students to attentive listening as foundational to ministry. In it students will 

consider how listening relates to culture and ethical practice. This paper is practice-focussed.  

Teacher: Reverend Sue Burns 

The dates are 25-27 July, 5- 7 September and 10-11 October.   

For more information and to register contact Peter at The Centre.  
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From the Library.... 

At present the Friary Library is being reorganised and re catalogued as an 

extension of the John Kinder Theological Library in Auckland.  So far the 

Franciscan Collection Catalogue and most of the 'Spirituality Collection 

Catalogue' is available online through the Kinder website 

(http://www.kinderlibrary.ac.nz/E-research/using-anglicat.aspx). Books can be 

requested either through Kinder or at the Friary.  In addition a new computer 

catalogue is now available in the Friary Library. 

As you can imagine this is a big and slow task.  It is wonderful to have the help and wisdom of Helen 

Greenwood at Kinder Library and a Hamilton Librarian, Vicki Jones, who has volunteered her help 

locally with this task.    

As we sort through the books the less used ones are being stored now off-site but still in our local 

catalogue and available on request. As we make room we hope in time to include the current the 

Diocesan Library as part of the collection and  offer this as a new resource made available as part of 

the Centre of Spirituality, Education and Justice.  

If you would like to make use of the Library or borrow books, please contact me at the Centre.  

Phil 

 

Winter Solstice Festival 

Come Celebrate the  

Winter Solstice  

at the Friary 

Saturday 21st June 2014 

7:00 pm – 8:30 pm 

Family Friendly 
Warm drinks 

Joyful Liturgy 
Pizza supper 

 

Wrap up warmly as we will be outside if possible 

All Welcome 

Koha appreciated 

Friary of the Divine Compassion 
Te Ara Hou Village 

100A Morrinsville Road 
Hillcrest Hamilton 

Maree, Phil and Peter. 

http://www.kinderlibrary.ac.nz/E-research/using-anglicat.aspx

