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20th July 2014 

The Parishioners of the Anglican Parish of West Hamilton, 
3 Johnson Street 

HAMILTON 3204 

EMBARGOED UNTIL 8AM SUNDAY 20TH JULY 2014 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
Greetings to you in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour, 
 
It is with a deep sense of sadness and regret that we write this letter, and we want to begin by 
acknowledging our enormous respect for the Rev’d Michael Hewat, for Kimberley Hewat, and all members 
of the St. David’s community who, like us, feel so deeply about these issues.  This is a time of real pain and 
anguish for us and for you.  We are most grateful for the open and gracious way in which we have been 
able to talk with one another throughout the past weeks.   
 
The Declaration of assent, adherence and submission to General Synod / Te Hinota Whanui is a 
fundamental requirement of any person holding office in the Anglican Church in Aotearoa New Zealand 
and Polynesia.  Consequently, Michael’s written notification to us of his withdrawal of this assent leaves 
the bishops with no option but to regard this as a forfeiture of his license as the vicar of the parish.  In the 
case of any other office holder, for example a member of vestry who also withdraws in writing their assent, 
then once again the bishops are left with no alternative but to regard this as a resignation of the office.  We 
find this a deeply distressing situation to be in. 
 
As bishops we are committed to the continuation of the Anglican parish of West Hamilton, and to the 
support of its ministry to members of the congregation and the wider community.  We will be appointing a 
priest-in-charge effective from July 26th, and services will be held at the advertised times, both on Sundays 
and mid-week.  The priest-in-charge will ensure that pastoral care is offered to parishioners, and those in 
the community seeking the ministry of the church will continue to be offered that ministry. 
 
In the name of the risen Christ, 

 
 

 Helen-Ann Hartley 

Bishop of Waikato 

Philip Richardson 

Bishop of Taranaki 

 


