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21st July 2014 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
You will have received a copy of the Pastoral Letter we wrote to the people of the Parish of West Hamilton. 
Now we wish to provide greater detail to you so that you have a fuller picture, from our perspective, of the 
background and dimensions of this distressing situation. 
 
First we wish to acknowledge and pay tribute to Michael and Kimberley Hewat.  Their ministry in West 
Hamilton over 20 years has been remarkable.  They have built up the life of the St David's congregation 
and they have constantly sought creative ways to give witness to the living Christ in the wider community.  
The fruit of their faithfulness is self evident.  They have also both contributed significantly to the life of the 
Diocese in so many ways.  Their lives and their ministry has been sacrificial and servant-like.  We have the 
deepest respect for both of them and have found the process of the last seven weeks deeply distressing. 
 
We want you to know the care that has been taken in this process. 
 
Michael wrote to us on May 25th.  We received this letter by email as Bishop Helen-Ann was literally about 
to board a plane for the UK, and Bishop Philip was preparing to leave for sabbatical overseas two days 
later.  
 
Our reading of the letter was that it was ambiguous whether Michael was informing us that he had 
withdrawn his Declaration of Assent to the General Synod Te Hīnota Whānui of the Anglican Church of 
Aotearoa New Zealand and Polynesia or that he was indicating that he and members of the key leadership 
team at West Hamilton intended to do so.  We chose to regard it as an indication of intent rather than 
notification of that withdrawal.  This is important because had we interpreted it as his notification of 
withdrawal we would have had no option but to regard this as an immediate relinquishment of licence.  
Rather we wanted to be able to enter into dialogue with Michael and the parishioners of West Hamilton, so 
we chose the most open interpretation of his letter. 
 
On her return to New Zealand Bishop Helen-Ann attended a meeting at West Hamilton at which she spoke 
to the General Synod Motion 30 and responded to questions from members of the congregation.  Following 
this, Michael and the members of the parish spent some time in discernment.  Michael and Kimberley met 
with Bishop Helen-Ann at which meeting Bishop Helen-Ann set out the inevitable consequence of the 
withdrawal of assent, namely that no one can hold office, lay or ordained within the Anglican Church of 
Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia without making that Declaration of Assent. Bishops have no 
discretion on this matter, without ourselves being in breach of the requirements set out in the Constitution 
and Canons. 
 
When Michael reiterated his determination to withdraw his Declaration of Assent a further meeting took 
place at which Bishop Helen-Ann indicated that such withdrawal of Assent needed to be in writing and 
suggested that he would need to be clear whether his intention to withdraw was immediate or whether it 



was to be following a notice period which could be up to 3 months.  This was to try to continue to keep the 
door open to dialogue and the possibility of finding an alternative outcome. 
 
Michael wrote to the Bishops a few days later setting out in detail his reasons for withdrawal and notifying 
us of dates that were in effect notice of immediate withdrawal. 
 
Throughout this seven week period Bishop Helen-Ann took very careful advice including our Chancellor, 
and with the legal advisor to the primates and, of course, consulting with Bishop Philip throughout his 
sabbatical time. 
 
We want to be clear that both bishops are fully committed to the decisions that have been taken.  While we 
understand why Michael is clear that he does not regard what has happened as a resignation on his part, 
equally it is not true to say that the Bishops have removed his licence.  His decision to withdraw his Assent, 
which we respect, means that his license is forfeited, because the Assent is a requirement of that licence. 
 
Senior Evangelical leaders in the Anglican Church of Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia have 
committed themselves to the process that General Synod Te Hīnota Whānui set out in Motion 30 and to 
fully participating in that process.  They feel no less strongly about the substantive issues, nor are their 
convictions any less strongly adhered to.  They believe however that Motion 30 sets out a process to be 
engaged in.  Motion 30 does not change any part of the Constitution or canons of this Church, and the core 
Doctrines of our Church have not been changed or diminished in any way.  Any changes would have to 
follow the exhaustive process that our rules require, which includes reference back to the synods of the 
dioceses.   
 
Standing Committee met on Saturday and were fully briefed.  Standing Committee has delegated to Mr 
Gerald Bailey the authority to work through the many practical issues that flow from what has happened.  
As we said in the Pastoral Letter to the people of West Hamilton, we are committed to the ongoing 
Anglican parish of West Hamilton.  We will announce the appointment of a Priest in Charge later this week 
and we want also to indicate that we are deeply committed to the mission initiative in Nawton led by the 
Reverend Joel and Mrs Susanne Rowse.  This has been wonderfully supported by the Parish of West 
Hamilton.  
 
We are grateful for the support and prayers of so many during this difficult time.  If you have any 
questions or concerns about any aspect of this process, please do not hesitate to be in contact with the 
bishops' offices. 
 
In the name of the risen Christ, 
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Bishop of Taranaki 

 

 


